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FECERAL EEECTION COMMERSH N

WASH S CTOM, Dol 2063

Angist 25, 7004

Charlie Buckels, Treasurer
Republican Party of Louisiana
11440 North Lake Sherwood Avenue Tesponse Due Date:
Raton REouge, LA 70816 September 24, mﬂ.i

Identification Nuamber: CO018Y450
Reference: Yeur End Renont (10:1/03-12/31/03)
Dear Mi, Buckels:

This letter is prompisd by the Commigsion’s preliminary review of e report{s)
referenced above. This novies requests information essential to fll public dsclosure of
vour federa} election campaign finances. An adequate respause myst be received =t
the Cominissien by the response date noted sbove. An iremization of the informstion

wecded follows:

-Schedule B supporting Line 21(b) of your tepot disciosss a2 payment(s)
totaling $37,801.74 for “Printing For T C Wans Event, Postage For Dizect
Mail V2003 Telephone Expense, Printing (3 Direct Miail, Telemarkstmg
Fundraising” Expenditurss and disbumsements for public fofiununications
{as defined under 11 CFR §i00.26) that refer to 2 clearty identified
candidate for Federal office and diat promote, suppott, atteck or 0ppose any
candidete for Federal office, megt the definition of Federal Elzction
Activity mnder 11 CFR §100.24 and shoeld be disclosed on Schedule B for
Line 300k} along with the identity of the condidate{sy. However, pubiic
cotpmunications that meet the definiticn of Federal Electiop Activity and
thar alse contain expross advocacy as Jefined under 11 CFR §108.22,
would constitute a0 in-kind contribution, an independent expenditure or a
coovdinated party expendimes and shonid be propeily disclosed on a
Schedule B, H or F supponting Lines 23, 24 or A5, a3 appropiiate, rather
than op Scheduls B for Line 3KE). Please amend you report W propes ¥
disclose this activity or provide clarifying information.

_Schednle H4 supporting Line 21(a) of your report discioses 4 payinené(s)
for “Telephone Bxpense, Prof. Ser. - Outreach, Prof. Ser - GOTV Calls,
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Bulk Mail-Voter Repisiration Plece, GOTV Automated Calls, ssue Ad
Mail- Vic 2002, Prof. Services. GOTY Calls, Prof. Servicss- Fundmismg,
(ffice Medls Publication”. Please be advised that pursuant fo 13 CFR
§300.33{c) 1], expenditures for public comymunications {as defineg by 11
CFR §100.26) that refer w 4 clearly identified candidate for Federal office
and that promete, suppor, attack or oppose sy such candidate for Federal
office must not be allocated between or among federal and mon-federnt
aecowzs, Only federal funds may be used.

Further, expenditures and disbucsements for public pommunications that
refer o & clearly identified candidats for Federnl office and that promate,
gupport, attack or oppose any cendidate ‘or Federal office, meet the
definition of Federal Blection Activity undet 11 CFR §1070.24 and should
be disclosed on Schedule B for Line 30(b} along with the identity of the
candidate(s}, However, public commumications that mest the definition of
Fadern! Blection Activity and that also contain express sdvecacy 43 dafined
upder 11 CFR 410022, would constitgte an m-kind contribanion, an
independent expeadituze or a coordinated party axpenditure and showld be
property disclosed on a Schedule B, E or ¥ supporting J.ines 23, 24 or 23,
as approoriale, rather than on Schedule B for Lane 30(h.  Please amend
your report 10 propesly diseloss this activity.

If thiz activity was categorized incorrscily, the Commisainn recommends
that you immediately transfer the funds received by vour federel eccount
For this activity back to the non-feders] aecount. Although the Comnrssion
may take further Jegal action concerming this prohibited activity, wour
prompt aetion will be taken into consiierataL

Schedule B supporting Line 29 discloses $525,008 m tranafers to what
appears to be a non-federal accownt of your commitiee, Please provide
further clarification regarding thiy transfer to your non-federal account.

Vou age advizsed that 11 CFR §102.5 prolobits a nop-federal account from
financing activity in commeciion Wwith federal clections, If any of the
disbursements disclosed on Schedule B supporting Lime 29 were macie 10
influence the clection or defeat of specific fedeml cundidetes, the
dishursements should be allocated accordingly and disclosed as sither
in-kind contibuiions on Schedule B supporting Line 23, tedependent
expenditures ou Schedule E supporting  Line 24, or Bs coordinated
expenditures on Schedule F supporiing Line 75, 11 CFR B§104.3{(b)(3) and
(061 In addition, if your now-federal account has paid amy gapenditires
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which should hove been alicested, you are advised to cosect any
non-corpliznce with 11 CFR £§106.6 and 106.7 snd establish procedures
to insure fiture complignes with allosation regulations.

“¥Your veport disclosss limited peyments for adminisefive expenses.
Administative expenses ate payvments made for the purpose of operating a
political commsitice including, but net limited i, reaf, morigage
payments, uiilities, salaiies, felephone service, office cquipment and
supplies, Each state, district or local parfy committee wilizing separate
federal and non-federal accounts is requited 1o aliocate any admintsrative
expenses (excluding salary) bebveen the accounts according to a fixed
percentage selected on FEC Schedule FlI. A Schedaie Hi must be filed
with the first FEC FORM 3X filed at the beginning of each calendar year.
Payments for salary and wages for employees who spend mome than 25% o
their compensated time o Federal clection activities or o amivities In
connection with 8 Federal lection must be made from a federal account
and disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 30(b} of the Deumiled
Summary Page. 11 CFR F1.T

Any goods or services provided to your committes by a pesson, encept
volunteer activity (Le., a porson's dine), wonld be considered an im-funick
coniribution from that parson, and would be subject o the disclosure
requitesinents of 2 ULS.C. §434(b)3) and 11 CFR 8104.13, and the
limirations and prokibitions of 2 U.S.C. §§441a and 441b.

Clarification regarding administrative expenses should be provided during
each two yesr election cvcle begtaning with the Arst repotl filed in the
nov-election vear. Plemss provide the nesessary information vegarding

_ adrministrative expenses incured by yousr conmmittes amdior amend your
report to disclose such expenses according to the refcrenced provisions of
the Act and Comnyisgion Reguintions.

-Schedule T4 discloses paymenis made to eredit card compaties for shared
federal and not-faderal setivity. Please be advised that these paymens
must identify as memo enmies, the original vendors from which you have
prrchesed an item or service regardiess of the amgund.  Please amend your
repont by yroviding the nome and mailing address of the orginal vendor,
along with the dats, amoust and putpose of each expenditure. 11 CFR
8300410 and 0417

“Your report disclosed a category of fmanvial activity that has been
reflected on the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Page. Tranzifers to
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non-federal accounts should be propetly disclosed on & separate Schedule
B, supporting Line 22, not Line 29 of the Dxtailed Summary Page. Please
refer to the instructions for each ling when detennining the proper
categorizationis) for your next filing.

Unfike previous election eycles, ¥ou will not recelve an additional aotice from
the Comimission on this matter. Adequate respomses raceived on or before this date
4l be raken imic considestion m determining whether audit action will be inidated.
Requests For extensions of time in which te respund wilt uat he conshlered, Failure
to provide an adequate respanse by this daie may resuit in ap auds of the committze,
Failure to cormply with the provisions of the Act msy also result in an enforcement aciioa
against the commithee, Any response submitted by your commakiee will be placed on the
public record and will be considered by the Commission weior to taking enforcement

acTion.

------

-----

Amalysis Diviston} or my local number (202) 694-1144,
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Edward [, Byan o

(ampaign Fance Analys:
209 Reports Analvsiz Division
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